
Since our last newsletter in early December, we have seen 
property prices in Launceston (in fact anywhere in Northern 
Tasmania!) improve further from the highs of the end of last 
year. We have seen 5-10% increases with competition from 
first home buyers, local and interstate investors and second/ 
third home buyers. In many cases we have seen 5-10 offers on 
properties within a couple of days of going to market and in 
many cases, well over where we have expected the value to sit. 

It is a very tough time for first home buyers who are finding 
they are missing out on multiple properties and are starting to 
become dis-heartened. There is a major shortage of properties 
on the market right across all price ranges as sellers are reluctant 
to bring their homes to the market in fear of not being able to 
find their next one. 

In many cases we have seen a major renovation/upgrade  
happening instead of moving. Most first home buyers have got 
their finance sorted and are pre-approved which puts them in 
a much stronger position.

In most suburbs we are seeing records being broken weekly 
with little sign of the interest abating. This is not just a Tasmanian 
thing, almost every real estate market in Australia is on fire, with 
Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane showing increases of around 
5% in January and February alone and in my humble opinion 
this will help our Tasmanian market going forward. 

For those who have contemplated selling a property over the 
last twelve months and haven’t because of COVID or just the 
general uncertainty, now may be a good time to at least have a 
think about the options available. 

I am always happy to a have a confidential chat.
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NOTE: Weekly repayments based on principal and interest over a 30 year loan, repayments 
are an indication only and are subject to lender’s acceptance and conditions. Please visit 
www.uploans.com.au for further information.
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Richard’s View
What a start to 2021!

Ingredients:
• 8 lamb loin chops, fat trimmed
• 1 tbsp olive oil
• 2 corn cobs, each cut into 6 pieces
• 2 small capsicums, cut into thick strips
• 1 large red onion, cut into wedges
• 30g packet taco seasoning
• 200g baby tomatoes
• 400g black beans, rinsed, drained
• 80g baby spinach
• Diced avocado, coriander sprigs, sour cream, 

lime wedges and lime zest, to serve

Method:
1. Preheat oven to 180°C (160°fan-forced). Line a 

large baking tray with baking paper. 

2. Place corn, capsicum and onion onto 
prepared tray. Drizzle with oil, sprinkle with 
half the taco seasoning and toss to coat. Cook 
for 15 minutes. 

3. Meanwhile, place lamb chops and remaining 
taco seasoning in a large snap lock bag and 
rub to coat. Remove tray from oven, add 
tomatoes to tray and toss well to coat. Place 
lamb chops on top of vegetables.  

4. Cook for a further 10-12 minutes, until lamb 
is cooked to your liking, turning chops 
and adding beans to tray halfway through 
cooking time. 

5. Serve lamb tray bake with baby spinach, 
diced avocado, coriander sprigs, sour cream 
and lime wedges.

Mexican Lamb Chop Tray Bake

PREPARATION TIME:  10 minutes
COOKING TIME:  30 minutes / SERVES: 4

A Favourite Recipe
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Why get pre-approved?
In a hot market there has never been a better time to be 
formally pre-approved.  
Being pre-approved means:

An Interesting Read

The bank agrees you can borrow the amount 
you want (then they just need to like the property 
you’re buying!)
The agent can feel more secure putting your offer 
forward in a multiple offer situation (of which 
there are many)
Your broker can talk to the agent with your 
permission and advise them you’re pre-approved

Your time to approval will be quicker (my deals 
approved so far this year - median days to approval 
for those with a pre-approval 10, median time 
without a pre-approval 19 with some slow lenders 
taking well over a standard 21 - 28 day finance 
clause) 

Information courtesy of  Kirsty Dunphey at UpLoans

Autumn Maintenance Matters 
Courtesy of Wayne Gorman

One of the main problems with any home is the amount 
of moisture that collects and stays around indoors. Damp 
homes are unhealthy and harder to heat. 

You can combat persistent damp in your home by:
• Insulating (under the floor, in the ceiling and walls)
• Ventilating (including extractor fans in bathrooms 

and kitchens, open windows, using a dehumidifier or 
forced ventilation system, keeping vents clear)

• Heating (aim to keep the indoor temperature at a 
minimum of 16 degrees)

• Replacing unflued gas heaters with electric or flued 
gas heaters.

Modern homes with monolithic fibre-cement claddings 
are often sold as ‘low maintenance’ homes, but most of 
these speciality claddings need more maintenance than 
a weatherboard house.

Water might get in through holes, cracks, loose cladding, 
insufficient or incorrect flashings, fixings (like aerials), 
joints that have separated, around doors and windows, 
anywhere where the sealing has failed, and any area 
where water can pond against the cladding.

Vulnerable areas to pay attention to:
• Weather seal coatings that need repair or renewal
• Checking around the house to make sure the 

cladding is at least 175mm above the lawn or garden, 
or 100mm above paved surfaces

• Checking pergolas, cantilevered decks, poorly formed 
flashings (waterproofing strips) that do not protect 
doors and windows, and meter boxes which are not 
sealed or flashed

• Checking any areas where bolts, screws, handrails or 
TV aerials penetrate the cladding

Most brick houses are brick veneer, with a cavity between 
the timber framing and the brickwork. Keep the drainage 
cavities at the base of the walls clear and check regularly 
that soil and plants are not blocking them.

1. A mistake that makes you humble is better than an 
achievement that makes you arrogant.

2. Two things prevent us from happiness: living in the 
past and observing others.

3. Don’t let your loyalty become slavery.

4. The 5 by 5 Rule: If it doesn’t matter in 5 years, don’t 
spend more than 5 minutes worrying about it.

5. Speak when you’re angry and you’ll make the best 
speech you’ll ever regret.

6. Only people who are unhappy with themselves are 
mean to others.

7. When you focus on good things – the good increases.

8. Don’t let the bad days make you believe you have a 
bad life.

9. No matter how many times you visit the past, there’s 
nothing new to see there. 

10. The secret to your success is in your daily routine.

11. Know when to stop arguing with people – and 
simply let them be wrong. 

12. Be patient. The best things happen in the most 
unexpected ways.

Wishing you 
a very Safe and 
Happy Easter! 
If you are travelling this long 
weekend, please take care.


